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Sinema Tillis Warren
Smith Toomey Whitehouse
Stabenow Tuberville Wyden
Sullivan Van Hollen Young
Tester Warner
Thune Warnock
NAYS—8
Blackburn Hawley Shelby
Ernst Lankford Wicker
Hagerty Scott (FL)
NOT VOTING—1
Graham

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motions to re-
consider are considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

The majority leader.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 195.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Kenneth Allen
Polite, Jr., of Louisiana, to be an As-
sistant Attorney General.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send
a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 195, Ken-
neth Allen Polite, Jr., of Louisiana, to be an
Assistant Attorney General.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Tina Smith, Margaret Wood Hassan,
Catherine Cortez Masto, Jeff Merkley,
Patty Murray, Tammy Baldwin, Debbie
Stabenow, Gary C. Peters, Angus S.
King, Jr., Sheldon Whitehouse, Robert
P. Casey, Jr., Christopher Murphy, Ben
Ray Lujan, Jack Reed, Chris Van Hol-
len.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
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The motion was agreed to.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 246.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Jennifer Ann
Abruzzo, of New York, to be General
Counsel of the National Labor Rela-
tions Board for a term of four years.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send
a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 246, Jen-
nifer Ann Abruzzo, of New York, to be Gen-
eral Counsel of the National Labor Relations
Board for a term of four years.

Charles E. Schumer, Ben Ray Lujan, Jeff
Merkley, Raphael Warnock, Alex
Padilla, Sheldon Whitehouse, Chris-
topher A. Coons, Benjamin L. Cardin,
Jack Reed, Patrick J. Leahy, Tammy
Baldwin, Robert P. Casey, Jr., Chris-
topher Murphy, Tim Kaine, John
Hickenlooper, Angus S. King, Jr.,
Tammy Duckworth, Patty Murray.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the manda-
tory quorum calls for cloture motions
filed today, Thursday, dJuly 15, be
waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The senior Senator from Texas.

THE ECONOMY

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, our
Democratic colleagues have begun to
lay out the groundwork for a partisan
reconciliation bill totaling $3.5 tril-
lion—what used to be an absolutely as-
tonishing amount of money.

We don’t have many details about
how that money could be spent, but
based on everything we have heard
from President Biden and our Demo-
cratic colleagues over recent months,
there are some safe assumptions: Medi-
care expansion, Green New Deal-era
climate initiatives, and a range of free
programs that we know aren’t free at
all—college, childcare; you name it.

To pay for these runaway spending
habits, our Democratic colleagues will
lean on job-killing tax increases and
excessive borrowing from future gen-
erations. As a reminder, this is only
one-half of the dual-track strategy
they are pushing this month. The other
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half is more than $1 trillion worth of
infrastructure.

And I would note that while there is
strong bipartisan support for an infra-
structure bill, that the Democratic
leader is apparently intending to file
for cloture on a motion to proceed to a
bill that hasn’t even been written yet,
much less had a Congressional Budget
Office score to see whether the pay-fors
are meaningful or phony.

As I see it, our friends on the other
side have made it even more difficult
to convince our colleagues, let alone
the American people, that this type of
spending is necessary. After all, they
have already developed a spotty record
this year. At a time when our debts
were piling up, they added up even
more unnecessary spending.

Back in March, Democrats spent
nearly $2 trillion without the support
of a single Republican. They claimed
this was all in the name of COVID-19
relief, even though less than 10 percent
directly supported our pandemic re-
sponse. The rest was a grab bag of irre-
sponsible spending.

One case in point is the blue State
bailout. Democrats spent $350 billion
more in aid to State and local govern-
ments, many of which were not even
facing any sort of budget shortfalls.
Democrats said the jobs of everybody
from police officers to teachers would
be in jeopardy without this funding.

Republicans offered that this huge
sum of funding wasn’t needed since
many States were not operating in the
red. Even liberal economists and non-
partisan groups, like the Committee
for a Responsible Federal Budget,
agreed.

But as the old saying goes, time tells
all. And it didn’t take much time for us
to see how completely unnecessary this
$350 billion payout was. Take Cali-
fornia as an example. California has
more than $100 billion budget surplus.
That is with a capital ‘“B.”” Governor
Newsom is using that money to dole
out stimulus checks and provide med-
ical coverage for undocumented immi-
grants.

New Jersey has had so much extra
cash lying around that it has made its
first full payment into the State’s pen-
sion system in more than 25 years. But
they didn’t stop there. It exceeded that
payment by more than half a billion
dollars.

This was exactly the kind of reckless
spending of supposed COVID-19 dollars
borrowed against future generations
that we advocated against because we
saw a tidal wave of funding going to
States that were not even operating in
the red.

One recent POLITICO article read:

State Faced Financial Ruin. Now they’re
swimming in cash.

The Wall Street Journal Editorial
Board asked: ‘“‘Didn’t States Say They
Were Broke?”’

At a time when our spending already
mirrored wartime expenses, Democrats
handed States piles of cash to erase
debts and add to rainy-day funds, not
to provide for COVID-19 relief.
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